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CHOOSING
TO PARTICIPATE

In an Increasingly interconnected world, 1t iIs more important than ever to inspire
people of all ages to create positive social change. All are encouraged to consider
the consequences of our everyday choices—to discover how “little things are
big”"—and to make a difference in their own communities.
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A poster exhibit to encourage
dialogue, engagement, respect,
and participation in our
communities

Developed by Facing
History and Ourselves and
the Smithsonian Institution
Traveling Exhibition Service
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“To bigotry no sanction, to
persecution no assistance”

George Washington, 1790
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* American history and echoed

throughout the world?

by America’s first President, been
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The Choosing to Participate posters were created by Facing History and Ourselves and the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service to encourage dialogue,
engagement, respect, and participation in our communities. For program resources, visit www.choosingtoparticipate.org or www.sites.si.edu.
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>> C H 0 OS E In 1979, 14-year-old Arn Chorn, a survivor of the Cambodian genocide, stumbled into a
refugee camp on the border of Cambodia and Thailand. A year after his adoption by a United

D I A LO G U E Nations volunteer, Arn was a high school student in rural New Hampshire, struggling to fit in.
Today he uses his voice to engage people across the globe in peace and non-violence.

EVERYONE
HAS A STORY

From language difficulties to cultural differences, adjusting to life in America was

a challenge. While some classmates tried to reach out, others ignored or made fun
of him. Gradually, with help from his parents and teachers, Arn began to speak
publicly about his experiences and the importance of sharing stories with one
another. He has founded several human rights organizations dedicated to rebuilding
hope and spreading peace throughout the world.

At the age of nine, Arn was separated from his family and
taken to a work camp run by the Khmer Rouge, a fanatical

communist group. He learned to play the traditional
Cambodian flute and perform propaganda songs, a talent
that saved his life. Before long, Arn was on the frontlines of
battle, forced to fight for the very people who killed his family.
Eventually he escaped and made his way to freedom.
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The Choosing to Participate posters were created by Facing History and Ourselves
and the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service to encourage dialogue,
engagement, respect, and participation in our communities. For program resources,
visit www.choosingtoparticipate.org or www.sites.si.edu.

Photo courtesy of Arn Chorn Pond (left), Photos by Chean Long, Courtesy of Cambodian Living Arts (middle and right)
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CRISIS
IN LITTLE
ROCK

“I remember this tremendous feeling of being alone,

(below left)
| | The Arkansas National Guard formed a and | didn’'t know how | was going to get out of there.
: human fence to keep the students out of
As reporters covered the story, the terrified 15-year-old i the school. | dldn”[ knOW Whether | WOUld be injured_ There was
headed for a bus stop amidst taunts and jeers. The o ’ : : : - .
harassment of black students and the few whites who j -, - (below right) this deafening roar. | could hear individual voices, but
befriended them continued throughout the year. ’ : When Eckford reached Central High, she : :
B e | was not conscious of numbers. | was conscious of
students, some of whom she had known being alOne.”

since she was 10 years old.

Elizabeth Eckford, one of the Little Rock Nine
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LITTLE
THINGS ARE
BIG

Has there ever been

a time when your “gut
Instinct” told you to
act but you didn’t?

“Suppose | approach this white lady in this
deserted subway station late at night? What would

A o

she say? What would be the first reaction of this ? |
white American woman . . . with a valise, two |
children, and a baby on her right arm? But here h 3
IS a promise that | make to myself here and now: 8
If | am ever faced with an occasion like that again, .

| am going to offer my help regardless of how
the offer Is going to be received.”
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v The Choosing to Participate posters were created by Facing History and Ourselves and the Smithsonian
Institution Traveling Exhibition Service to encourage dialogue, engagement, respect, and participation in our
communities. For program resources, visit www.choosingtoparticipate.org or www.sites.si.edu.
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Scores of Billings, Montana citizens assembled
holding menorahs in solidarity.

Why do some people

stand up to help
NOT IN people in need while
OUR TOWN others stand by?

Hate-filled fliers marked the start of a campaign to make Montana and other western states a
“white homeland.” Then came intimidation—racial slurs, death threats, and the harassment of
Jews, Hispanic Americans, Native Americans, and African Americans. And then, on December 2,
1993, the hatred turned into violence. Someone hurled a cinderblock through a child’s bedroom
window decorated with Star of David decals and a menorah, the symbol of Chanukah. As the
attacks escalated, people in Billings began to take a new look at their community and themselves.
As an act of solidarity, people across Billings displayed menorahs in their windows, kicking off a
powerful campaign that forced the hate groups to back off. The story was documented in a film

Not In Our Town (niot.org) and soon inspired an international movement against hate.

Members of the local painters union volunteered to
repaint a neighbor’s home defaced by racist graffiti.

The Choosing to Participate posters were created by Facing

History and Ourselves and the Smithsonian Institution Traveling
éj:@ = FACING Exhibition Service to encourage dialogue, engagement, respect,
Smithsonian %‘ H\/';'\EEORY and participation in our communities. For program resources,
Institution =|lIl" OURSELVES visit www.choosingtoparticipate.org or www.sites.si.edu.
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Are you an
upstander?

Or are you a
bystander?

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed,
It is the only thing that ever has.”

Margaret Mead (1901-1978), anthropologist

“The world Is too dangerous to live iIn—
not because of the people who do evil, but
because of the people who sit and let it

happen.”
Albert Einstein (1879-1955), scientist
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